tiny bit of heaven
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CHEEKY : A monkey at the Periyar

Wildlife Sanctuary.

The traffic never ceases, it just
gets heavier in the towns and
villages. The general rule seems to
be the smaller vehicles gives way
to the larger ones — a simple
formula that works.

Roads are lined with lush green
plants and coconut trees, and small
houses nestle in their jungle-like
surroundings.

As we pass through a village
called Kayan Kulam we notice a
procession, so we stop for photos.

A group of boys are playing a
local game on the roadside called
Uriadi where one of them attempts
to hit an object hanging from above
while the others throw copious
amounts of water at him. Also
along the roadside are about 10 or
15 men beating large drums, and
people in brightly coloured cos-
tumes. A man rides an elephant at
the tail of the procession.

A little farther along we stop at a
field of rubber trees to take a closer
look. A worker appears and demon-
strates how he collects the rubber
from small cups attached to the
trees into the bucket he is using.

It is explained a typical worker
will collect from about 500 trees per
day, starting work at 6am.

The drive continues for several
hours and the villages nestled
within the rubber trees open up to
flatlands where the raised road
falls away to paddy fields with
their tireless workers. Soon after

IDYLLIC : Coconut trees are a common feature surrounding the Taj Hotel group’s serene accommodation in southern India.

the paddy fields give way to the
expansive backwaters region.

After a while we begin to climb
the Ghats, heading past waterfalls
and through tea plantations until
we reach our destination —
Thekkady. The air is cool and
moist, a pleasant contrast to the
heat and humidity of the plains.

We are welcomed to the Taj
Garden Retreat by an Indian ele-

phant and we check in our luggage
and continue to the nearby Periyar
Wildlife Sanctuary.

This is 777sq km protected re-
serve nestled high in the Ghats and
incorporates a picturesque
26sg km lake. Animals in the re-
gion include elephants, deer, boar,
sambar, wild dogs and tigers.

The birdlife is diverse, and deer
and boar could be viewed on the

cruise scheduled for
April 27.

Ports of call include
Monterey, Astoria
(Oregon), Victoria,
Prince Rupert,
Ketchikan, Juneau,
Skagway, Sitka and
Vancouver.

Prices start from
$4302 per person, twin-

Special offer
ittt RARESdek U p
It'sa 15 percent
discount off arange of 84
holidays from cycling
through Cuba to seeing
gorillas in Africa.
Details, 1300 364 512.

Off to Alaska

CRUISEABOUT (1800
007 131) has a 14-night
San Francisco to Alaska

share, from Melbourne.

Ski the Alps

THE Sydney-based
Snow Travel Company
(1300 660 690) has a
seven-night ski deal to
the Austrian resort of
Innsbruck, priced from
$2895 (plus taxes) from
Sydney.

It starts on January 19
and includes return air
fares, four-star
accommodation with
breakfast and dinner, a
six-day ski pass and bus
transfers.

shore. As we floated slowly across
the beautiful lake, we could see a
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